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Ezra 9.1-10.44                                                                                                     BEC 15/12/19 

BAND-AID REMEDY 

Star Wars.  Again! 

I remember going to see the first Star Wars movie with my girlfriend, Rosie, shortly after it 

was released in 1977 – at Hoyts, George St, in Sydney.  Little did I realise at the time there 

would be a mass of sequels, and prequels, to this first Star Wars, so that the ninth in the 

series, ‘The Rise of Skywalker’ will be released this Thursday.  And that by then Rosie & I 

would be married 39 years! 

 

So then, here is the list of Star Wars movies.  There are three trilogies. in order of release 

with their position in the overall storyline listed by episode.  Notice too it’s called the 

‘Skywalker Saga’.  Is Skywalker a saviour? 

 

Skywalker saga 
Original trilogy 

Episode 4 – A New Hope (1977) 
Episode 5 – The Empire Strikes Back (1980) 
Episode 6 – Return of the Jedi (1983) 

Prequel trilogy 
Episode 1 – The Phantom Menace (1999) 
Episode 2 – Attack of the Clones (2002) 
Episode 3 – Revenge of the Sith (2005) 

Sequel trilogy 
Episode 7 – The Force Awakens (2015) 
Episode 8 – The Last Jedi (2017) 
Episode 9 – The Rise of Skywalker (2019) 

 

After the original – which has been retrospectively called ‘A New Hope’ – there have been 

3 prequels – telling the story prior to the original – and 5 sequels, further along in the 

storyline. 

 

Of course the storyline is classic good versus evil.  I suppose, though I am not really 

familiar with the plot, the Skywalker Saga tells of the coming of an ultimate saviour – a 

Skywalker?  Perhaps a descendant of Luke Skywalker?  Is that what happens?  I’m guessing. 

 

Star Wars – it’s fun.  But it’s fantasy.  However, the story of Ezra & Israel is true – though 

perhaps not as much fun.  I can’t imagine ‘Ezra: The Movie’ taking billions at the box office.  

And yet there are fascinating parallels between Ezr and SW.   

 

For instance, in ch 9 & 10, it’s clear that there have already been prequels to Ezra the 

Movie.  And by the end of Ezra, that a sequel is desperately needed.  And more, that the 

story of Ezra looks forward to, and cries out for, an ultimate saviour, who can be none 

other than Jesus Christ. 

 

We are going to cover some varied ground today in Ez 9 & 10, the last in our Ezra series.  

We’ll look at xenophobia and racism, we’ll consider marriage & divorce, and also think 

about why band-aids are pretty useless for anything serious. 
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Back in old Jerusalem 

So last week we learned how Ezra and 5000 exiles were ‘back in old Jerusalem’. 

 

In that journey to Jerusalem, the hand of God has been with Ezra & co, granting them safe 

journey.  More, they come with the support of the Persian King, Artaxerxes, along with 

great wealth. 

 

Ezra’s mandate, his mission, given by the king – but again really due to the hand of God - 

is to bring God’s law to the people of Israel, who it was believed were not following that 

law.  Turns out, there was greater disobedience than suspected. 

 

So ch 9 & 10, the last in Ezra, reveal how far off track Israel had gone, and how in need of a 

remedy they were.  And how much, much more than a band aid remedy is required. 

 

An Unpleasant Surprise (9.1-5) 

Soon after arriving ‘back in old Jerusalem’, some of the leaders of Israel come to Ezra with 

bad news.   

 

Imagine you have just shelled out a heap of money on a new car or new house, only to 

then find it has many hidden problems.  So 9.1: 

the leaders came to me and said, “The people of Israel, including the priests and the 

Levites, have not kept themselves separate from the neighbouring peoples with their 

detestable practices, like those of the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, 

Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites. 

What detestable practices?  Worship of idols for a start.  And springing out of that child 

sacrifice.  Certainly detestable!  Not too different to abortion though.  And things like 

fertility cults and cultic prostitutes.  More sex = more fertility.  And of course more fertility 

is always a good thing, isn’t it?  No, these are abominations to the Lord, and to Ezra. 

 

Many from Israel have intermarried with the peoples around them: 

9.2  They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, 

and have mingled the holy race with the peoples around them. And the leaders and 

officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness.” 

So Israel has not kept herself separate from other peoples, but have married their 

daughters, and have also given their daughters in marriage. 

 

Xenophobia? 

To modern ears this reaction to intermarriage sounds very xenophobic – that is an 

unwarranted fear of people from other countries.  Racist even.  Not politically correct.  Not 

PC.  In fact, very PIC – politically incorrect.  But it’s not.   

 

Nevertheless, God’s people now, Christians, are sometimes accused of xenophobia.  But if 

you look at the reality, Christianity is inclusive of all races and types of peoples across the 

world.  There are churches on every continent and almost every country – North Korea & 
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Saudi Arabia may be exceptions – but only because of extreme repression.  And individual 

churches often include different cultures, different peoples –look at BEC! 

 

On the other hand, in the OT, God did command his people NOT to mix with and marry 

those who followed other gods.  Because the result would be those detestable practices, 

and a turning away from the true God.  Dt 7.2-4 is an example of an often repeated 

command of the Lord: 

Make no treaty with them, and show them no mercy. 3 Do not intermarry with them. 

Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, 4 for they 

will turn your sons away from following me to serve other gods, and the LORD'S anger 

will burn against you and will quickly destroy you. 

 

It’s not that foreigners were not welcome to come and join God’s people, Israel.  But it had 

to be on Israel’s, on God’s terms.  Anyone could convert to become one of God’s people.  

Two ancestors of Jesus, Rahab the prostitute and Ruth the Moabite were both in that 

camp. 

 

Jesus and afterwards 

However, the coming of Christ has made a huge difference here.  No longer are people 

excluded from God’s people because of their culture and background.  All that is required 

now is a belief and trust in Christ, because that transcends, goes above and beyond, 

culture and background.  As a result, we see the gospel going out across the world in a 

way it could never have done under the old covenant with Israel. 

 

Yoked 

However, that is not to say anything goes.  That we can do as we like, and bind ourselves 

to whomever we please.  For instance, Paul writes to the Cor, and hence to us:  

2 Cor 6.14-15:  Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness 

and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 

What harmony is there between Christ and Belial ? What does a believer have in 

common with an unbeliever? 

‘Yoked together’ definitely includes marriage, but can also mean any other close 

relationship we enter voluntarily– for instance a business partner.  But it doesn’t include 

blood relations – after all, you can’t chose your family. 

 

Do not be yoked together can be a difficult one, especially in relation to marriage.  As I 

have been involved in marriage prep & weddings, it’s caused me and others hurt and 

trouble, for which I am deeply sorry.  Some of you may know what I mean!  Sorry to be a 

bit abstruse there. 

 

However, avoiding being yoked with an unbeliever does not mean not to associate with 

unbelievers.  Paul addresses this in another Corinthian letter saying: –  

1 Cor 5.9-10:  I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 

people— 10 not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy 

and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 
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No, we must associate with all sorts of people – Jesus did.  He had a care and concern for 

all types.  The key idea is, as Jesus tells his disciples in Jn 17, to be ‘in the world, but not of 

the world’.  That is, while we are NOT to live by the world’s values, the reality is that we live 

in the world, and we have a mission to the world, to bring the good news of Jesus to those 

in and of the world. 

 

Ezra’s Extraordinary Reaction (9.6-10.1) 

Ezra’s reaction to Israel’s unfaithfulness is extraordinary, even extreme.  He tears his clothes 

and pulls out his hair and beard!  Extreme pain!   

 

Imagine you are a pastor – I don’t find it hard to imagine that – and you are appointed, or 

called to a church as senior pastor.  But on settling in to this new church you find that it is 

a place where unfaithfulness and all sorts of sexual immorality, as well as greed, disputes 

and dishonesty have gone unchecked.  You’d tear your hair out too. 

 

That’s not far-fetched either.  Bypassing significant theological differences, imagine how 

Brian Houston, Pastor of Hillsong, felt when he learned his father, Frank, a former pastor, 

was a paedophile?  Like Ezra perhaps?  And just this week, former policemen and NSW 

Police Minister, Troy Grant, has found his father – himself also a former policeman, is likely 

guilty of a hit & run fatality. Devastating. 

 

But tearing your hair out does not get you far – you can see I have been doing too much 

of it.  Much more important is prayer!  Which is where Ezra’s extreme angst led him – to 

prayer.   

 

Prequels 

In his prayer, from v6 onwards, among other things, Ezra reflects on how Israel’s sin, and 

then the Lord’s punishment for that sin, followed by his mercy, has been a repeating cycle 

in their history. 

 

Before this latest episode of unfaithfulness with intermarriage, there have been many 

prequels of rebellion.  More prequels than SW.  A & E, Noah, Babel, the rebellion in 

wilderness, failure to conquer land, the many sin and mercy cycles of Judges, and most 

recently the sin of Israel and Judah – leading to destruction and captivity.  And here in Ezra 

we see the mercy of God in restoring his people to the land.  But now, unfaithfulness 

resurfaces, yet again!  It leaves Ezra in despair, thinking this will be the end of the nation: 

9.14: Would you not be angry enough with us to destroy us, leaving us no remnant or 

survivor? 

 

It’s notable too how Ezra identifies with his people in their sin.  He has not committed the 

sins which bring him so much grief, and yet he includes himself with God’s sinful people.   

 

In this way Ezra reminds us of Christ, who identified with his people.  He came to be one of 

us.  And yet while he committed no sin, he suffered for our sins.  See the parallels? 
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So Ezra thinks this is the final straw for Israel.  There will be no coming back from this. 

 

But he has not reckoned on the height, the depth and the breadth of God’s mercy. 

 

Grasping God’s mercy (10.2-8) 

Fortunately there is someone who seems to grasp the extent of God’s mercy better than 

Ezra – one Shecaniah.   

Ezr 10:2 Then Shecaniah son of Jehiel, one of the descendants of Elam, said to Ezra, “We 

have been unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women from the peoples around 

us. But in spite of this, there is still hope for Israel. 

There is still hope!  Shecaniah’s suggestion is that Israel make a covenant, an agreement, a 

decision to send away, to divorce their foreign wives and the children of these 

relationships.  This is not be done willy-nilly, but in accordance with the advice of Ezra and 

other godly men, AND in accordance with the law. 

 

Divorce then 

Make no mistake, divorce is never a good thing.  It is highly undesirable.  It is not what God 

wants for his people.  But under certain circumstances God’s law permits divorce.  Check 

out Dt 24.1:  

If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds 

something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, [and] gives it to 

her, [he can send] her from his house. 

Finding something ‘indecent’ does not amount to burning the dinner!  It’s generally sexual 

infidelity.  And in the case of Israel’s marriages to foreign women, there is something 

indecent about these wives.  They worship false gods.  Very indecent.   

 

But having said that, the man is clearly at fault here too.  And he will no doubt suffer for 

sending his wife away.  After all, mostly likely he doesn’t want to divorce her.  Plus he will 

lose any children by that wife. 

 

You might ask, what happened to the women and children sent away like this?  I don’t 

know.  It would have been right if they were looked after somehow.  Probably they went 

back to their own people.  But how well would that have gone down?  Possibly not well.  

All around, this was not a good outcome! 

 

Divorce now 

Of course divorce remains a vexed issue.  Now, like then, it is always unsatisfactory.  Of 

course with Jesus and the NT, there are significant changes – though we do not have the 

time to look at the complex issue of marriage and divorce. 

 

But let me just say, divorce is not the unforgiveable sin.  And that sometimes divorce is the 

lesser of two evils.  But it is always a falling short of God’s plans for us, and so great effort 

is to be made to avoid it.  But sometimes it has to happen.  Both Jesus and Paul recognise 

that and so allow divorce, although under strict conditions. 
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The Way Forward 

Back in Israel, Ezra and the leaders agree that divorce is a way forward, if not a good way 

forward.  And so they take an oath to send away their foreign wives and children.  In light 

of this, all the male exiles – perhaps 15-20,000 are called together to carry out the decision 

to divorce. 

 

Action (10.9-44) 

So within 3 days, a great crowd of Israelite men have gathered.  But it is raining and cold – 

it’s winter.  And everyone is distressed – because of the reason for gathering – because of 

their sin and now having to send their families away – and because of the rain and cold.  

It’s abject misery.  BTW: a detail like this, the weather and the misery, shows us that this is 

real, it actually happened! 

 

Ezra says to the crowd that they have been unfaithful and so must separate from their 

families.  They agree … BUT … because it is such a big issue, with many involved, and 

because everyone is miserable with the weather (for opposite reasons to us!) it is agreed 

that this should be investigated more closely. 

 

Now, a decision to investigate more closely, to hold an inquiry, is often an excuse for 

inaction.  But that is not the case here, since within 10 days the investigation begins, and 

then is completed 3 months later, followed by action. 

 

Who’s who 

And so it is that at the very end of Ezra, from vv18-43, we have another Who’s who.  But 

this is a who’s who list that no-one wants to be on.  A long list of both leaders and 

ordinary Irslites who have sinned by marrying foreign wives.  It’s a cross section of their 

society. 

 

Finally, after all the guilty are listed, the book of Ezra concludes with v44:  

Ezr 10:44 All these had married foreign women, and some of them had children by 

these wives. 

And that’s it.  The End.  The final word in Ezra.  It’s a pretty unsatisfactory ending.  Sin, guilt, 

divorce, and then, who knows? 

 

It’s not been a great return to Israel by the exiles.  There have been achievements – the 

temple has been built, and the walls will be rebuilt – but it has not resulted in God’s 

people, living in God’s place, in God’s way.   

 

Yes, here at the end of Ezra, the immediate problem of intermarriage has been dealt with.  

But the outcome both for Israel, and for the wives and children sent away, is most 

unsatisfactory.  This has been a band-aid remedy.  There needs to be a better solution, a 

real cure.  There needs to be a sequel.   

 

Sequels 

And there is a sequel.  It’s found in the next book in the Bible, with the arrival of a new 
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governor for Israel, Nehemiah (Knee high miah is often claimed to be the shortest man in 

the Bible, but this title really belongs to a man in Job, Bildad the Shuhite). 

 

Vertically challenged or not, Nehemiah will work closely with Ezra in rebuilding the walls of 

Jerusalem, and in reforming the nation.  But of course, there are more problems and 

unfaithfulness.   

 

Which begs the question, what is needed to fix this mess?  Do a Star Wars and have yet 

another sequel?  Find another saviour, another Skywalker?  You know the answer – it’s 

Christ.  He’s no band-aid.  He is THE REMEDY. 


