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Acts 27-28 [28.1-31]                                                          BEC 29/1/17 

GOD’S ECONOMY 

Robin Hood 

Robin Hood.  What was he famous for doing?  Taking 

from the rich and giving to the poor!  As a result of this 

Robin Hood has been portrayed as a champion the good-

hearted common man against the oppression of evil rulers 

and landholders.   

 

And by taking from those who had and giving it to those 

who had not, Robin Hood was a kind of economist.  He 

pulled the strings on the economy and spread the riches 

around a bit more evenly. 

 

Robin Hood’s taking from the rich and giving to the poor 

is somewhat similar to the Apostle Paul’s economic model, 

even God’s economy.  But unlike Robin Hood, Paul’s 

economy, God’s economy, is not based around money 

and tangible assets, but on being part of a family.  It is an 

economy that values relationship with God over dollars 



2 

and cents, or drachmas, or talents or whatever.  Paul’s 

economy, which is really God’s economy is to offer infinite 

riches to all and sundry.  Rich and poor alike.  But, as we 

see here in Acts, like with Robin Hood, those riches are 

taken from the rich, the Jews, and re-distributed to the 

poor, the Gentiles. 

 

Indeed this re-distribution, this movement of the gospel 

has been the whole flow of the book of Acts, as we have 

looked it over the last couple of months under the title 

‘From the margins to the metropolis’.  As the gospel of JC 

moved from the margins in Palestine and Jerusalem to the 

metropolis of Rome, it also moved from Jew to Gentile.  

The gospel was offered first to the Jews, a people with a 

rich heritage from God.  But when, time and time again it 

was rejected by the ‘rich’ Jewish people, then increasingly, 

that gospel was taken from them and given to those poor 

in God, the Gentiles.  God’s economy – taking from the 

rich and giving to the poor. 
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Quite a journey 

Today we mark another stage in the growth of God’s 

economy as we complete a 10 sermon journey through 

the book of Acts.  And it’s been quite a journey, hasn’t it? 

 

The journey began with no less than the resurrection of 

Jesus!  But Jesus did not leave his people alone, sending 

the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  This sparked great energy 

into preaching and proclaiming Christ.  Among the first 

evangelists were Stephen, who died for his preaching, and 

Philip who spread the Word into Samaria and beyond.  

After this, despite persecution, and partly because of 

persecution, the gospel spread outwards beyond Jewish 

territory to the Gentiles – to the non-Jews.  This spread 

was kick started by Peter, and especially the conversion of 

the Pharisee Saul, who became Paul.  And it is Paul who is 

the main protagonist in Acts fromchapter 13 right up until 

the end of the book –chapter 28.  In that time he makes 3 
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epic MJs, plus, one final journey, as a prisoner under 

arrest, from Jerusalem to Rome.  A final journey which 

kind of symbolises the movement of the gospel itself from 

the spiritually rich Jews to the spiritually poor Gentiles. 

 

So today we are going to cover the final two chapters of 

Acts – 27 & 28, and the final leg, the Paul’s final journey in 

Acts.  A journey which divides neatly in 3 – a 3 legged 

journey, mostly by sea.  But though it is a very dramatic 

sea journey, most of the real important stuff occurs on 

land – in chapter 28, in Malta and in Rome – which is 

where we will be concentrating today.   

 

A Three Legged Journey (27.1-44, 28.11-16) 

The map has made a comeback!  I’m going to miss these 

maps!  This is Paul’s journey to Rome – which really starts 

in Caesarea, not Jerusalem. 

 

Leg 1 – Fair Sailing (27.1-5) 
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The first leg of P’s journey is fair sailing – a pleasure cruise 

almost.  I suspect not.  But it is undramatic.  The ship Paul 

embarks on sails from Caesarea to Sidon and then on to 

Myra.  And note too the use of personal pronouns by the 

author of Acts, Luke.  27.1 – When it was decided that we 

would sail for Italy.  V2: We boarded a ship.  V3: We landed 

at Sidon.  V6 Put us on board.  What does that tell you?  

That Luke travelled with Paul.  This is a first-hand account. 

 

Leg 2 – Stormy passage (27.6-44) 

Leg 2 of the journey is by far the most dramatic.  After 

boarding a different ship in Myra, straight away the winds 

make things difficult.  Ship and company finally make it to 

the island of Crete, where Paul warns them to go no 

further for the time being.  But economics being 

economics and time being of the essence, Paul is 

overruled and they continue.  Only to run into the perfect 

storm.  Despite the best efforts of the crew the storm 

drives them along day after day.  But Paul encourages the 
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whole company relating how an angel had told him that 

while the ship would run aground on an island and be 

lost, none would perish.   

 

After 14 days (that’s some storm), they near land.  The 

crew desperately throws cargo overboard, and they aim 

the boat for a beach.  But they get stuck on a sandbar.  

And yet, despite the ship being pounded to pieces by the 

surf, miraculously, all 276 on board make it safety – 

swimming or clinging to planks and flotsam from the ship.  

Under Paul’s leadership, and by the power of God, a great 

miracle has occurred with no-one lost. 

 

Leg 3 – By Sea and Land (28.11-16) 

The island that Paul and company have washed up turns 

out to be Malta – we will come back to the events on 

Malta in a moment. 

 

Three months later, from Malta, Paul sets out on the final 
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leg of his final journey, travelling, in undramatic fashion 

this time, to Sicily, and then on to Italy at Puteoli.  From 

there, it is overland to Rome.   

 

And along the road to Rome (and all roads lead to Rome), 

Paul is welcomed by Christians from Rome.  So there are 

believers in Rome already.  The gospel has somehow (I 

don’t know how) made it to Rome without the help of 

Paul.   

 

Nevertheless it is a significant moment when Paul finally 

arrives in Rome, albeit under arrest.  But the conditions of 

his arrest are not too onerous – he was allowed to live by 

himself – house arrest – with a soldier to guard him.  Paul 

has arrived in the metropolis, travelling from the margins. 

 

Miracles and Mercy on Malta (28.1-10) 

I have called this next section ‘Miracles and Mercy on 

Malta’, because it is an alliteration.  But it’s really more 
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accurately described as Miracles and Kindness or 

Hospitality on Malta.  I would have disappointed some if I 

hadn’t slipped an alliteration in somewhere. 

 

A god? 

Upon being washed up Malta, the locals show great 

kindness to the shipwrecked, welcoming them with a nice 

warming fire.  But the heat drives a snake from the fire 

and bites Paul on the hand.  And in a big surprise to the 

Maltese, Paul does not drop dead.  This caused them to 

think he was a god.  But P’s resistance to the bite is not 

because Paul is a god, but because of the God in whom he 

trusts. 

 

Healings 

Even the chief official of the island is hospitable to these 

people off the boat.  He welcomes them to his home and 

entertains them for 3 days.  I somehow can’t see the chief 

official of our island of Australia – the PM – welcoming 
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boat people to his home at the Lodge or Kirribilli House. 

 

Building the relationship further, Paul heals the chief 

official’s father, which in turn causes the sick on the island 

to flock to Paul and be healed.  Nothing is mentioned 

about Paul preaching the gospel at this point, but I think 

he must have, surely!  What a golden opportunity! 

Clearly the islanders are grateful, as, 28.10: 

They honoured us in many ways and when we were 

ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies we 

needed. 

 

Kindness and Hospitality 

It’s been an impressive showing of kindness by the 

Maltese - helping strangers, warm hospitality, and 

supplying their needs.  And these people, the Maltese, 

were very likely not believers. And yet they have 

demonstrated something which all Christians are regularly 

enjoined to do by the scriptures – to show kindness and 
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hospitality. 

 

In Rom 12.13 Paul himself tells us: 

Practice hospitality. 

That’s pretty straightforward, but of course often not easy 

to do.  The writer of Hebrews commands (13.2): 

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing 

some people have entertained angels without knowing   

That is almost what happened here on Malta.  The Maltese 

had entertained God’s great missionary, Paul, and Luke, 

the gospel writer.  Not angels, but hugely significant men 

in God’s economy.  And Maltese hospitality, recorded as it 

is here in Acts, has been an example down through the 

ages. 

 

As a church, I think we are getting better at hospitality.  I 

am tremendously encouraged as I hear about people 

getting together for all sorts of things.  On Monday night 

we went to the flicks with a bunch of people from church.  
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That’s great.  We need to do keep doing that sort of thing, 

as well as being hospitable to people outside our church 

too.  Practice hospitality.  Meaning, simply, do it.  And by 

practicing it, like anything, you will get better at it. 

 

The Gospel in Rome (28.17-31) 

As we heard earlier, from Malta it’s on to Rome by sea and 

by land.  Meeting, on the way, Christians who, somehow, 

are already in Rome.  The gospel predates Paul in Rome.  

Nevertheless, P’s arrival in Rome is clearly a red letter day 

for the gospel. 

 

Meetings with the Jews 

Demonstrating the comparative freedom Paul enjoys as a 

prisoner, he is able to call a meeting of Jewish leaders to 

his house.  Paul desires, despite what other Jews have 

done to him, to share the gospel first of all with his 

compatriots.  So there are two meetings – the first, more 

or less, is just to set things up for the second meeting – 
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after all you could not send around a group email. 

 

At the second meeting, a lot of Jews turn up.  They want 

to hear more about ‘this sect’ as they call it.  And while 

‘sect’ is a negative term, at this stage the Jews would 

undoubtedly have thought of it as being within Judaism – 

a group within their own religion, albeit with wacky ideas. 

 

From known to unknown 

All day Paul explained Jesus to them.  But notice how he 

does it.  V23 – He  

tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of 

Moses and from the Prophets 

P used what they understood, their rich heritage, their 

background, to persuade them about Jesus.  Quite a 

different approach to that used with Gentiles – for 

instance in Athens.  But the principle is the same for Jew 

and Gentile, and it’s really just common sense – arguing 

from what they know, to what they don’t know. 
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Stubborn unbelief 

And look what happens, v24: 

Some were convinced by what he said, but others 

would not believe. 

Some were convinced by P’s arguments (whether this 

caused them to become followers of Christ is another 

matter).  But notice what it says of the others.  It is quite 

emphatic – they would not believe.  It is as if the facts 

have been laid out and they all point to the rightness of 

believing, but they had stubbornly decided to ignore the 

facts.  If the facts don’t fit, just ignore them. 

 

Which reminds me of something I saw on TV this week.  

As you know there has been a great deal of argument 

surrounding Donald Trump (get used to it).  This 

argument was over the number of people who attended 

his inauguration.  Clearly there were less than when 

Obama was inaugurated.  But one of the Trump spin 
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doctors disagreed and said there were ‘alternative facts’.  

Alternative facts???  What are ‘alternative facts’?  They’re 

not facts at all, are they?  They’re falsehoods, lies.  For fans 

of George Orwell’s 1984, it’s ‘new-speak’.  The Trump 

people stubbornly refused to believe the facts and so 

made up alternative facts.  Not too different to the Jews 

who stubbornly refused to face the facts and believe Paul. 

 

Ever hearing, but never understanding 

Perhaps it was this stubborn refusal to believe that 

prompted Paul to drag out the heavy artillery against the 

Jewish leaders, saying, from v25:  

The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers 

when he said through Isaiah the prophet:  

“Go to this people and say,  

“You will be ever hearing but never 

understanding; you will be ever seeing but never 

perceiving.”  

For this people’s heart has become calloused; 
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they hardly hear with their ears,  

and they have closed their eyes.  

Otherwise they might see with their eyes,  

hear with their ears,  

understand with their hearts  

and turn, and I would heal them.’ 

These were the words God told Isaiah to say to his 

countrymen about 700BC.  And Jesus, after telling the 

parable of the sower, also applied it to his Jewish listeners.  

And now Paul says it of the Jews in Rome. 

 

These words from Isaiah bear repetition because they are 

so true, so often.  These people, the Jewish people, chosen 

by God, blessed and enriched by him, have, time after 

time, rejected him.  It’s little wonder then that Paul tells 

them, v28  

I want you to know that God’s salvation has been sent 

to the Gentiles, and they will listen! 

Repeatedly, Paul has proclaimed Christ to his people, only 
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to have it thrown back in his face – or worse.  Which in 

turn caused him to go to the non-Jews, the Gentiles.  And 

they, on the whole, proved much more receptive. 

 

V28 is an illustration of the title of this sermon series – 

‘from the margins to the metropolis’.  Not only has the 

gospel been proclaimed in both – in Jerusalem and now 

all the way to Rome and places in between, but, in God’s 

economy, has been taken from the spiritually rich Jews 

and given to the poor Gentiles.   

 

Alternative facts 

But we must not, we Gentiles, become too smug (not 

smug at all!).  Because the words of Isa 6 – ‘ever hearing, 

but never understanding’ apply all too well to our society 

now, don’t they?   

 

Irrespective of whether people are on the left, right or 

wherever on the political spectrum, ‘alternative facts’ is 
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what many cling to in relation to Jesus.  They don’t want 

to believe that Jesus is fully God and fully man, and that 

his death on the cross was for us and on behalf of our sin.  

And that he bodily rose again from the dead, thereby 

showing that he had conquered death and sin.  No they 

want alternative facts – that Jesus was a myth, or deluded, 

or perhaps even an alien.  Or that Jesus was just a good 

man, a great man even, a great teacher, a wonderful 

example of how to live.  Yes he is great example, but to 

limit Jesus to just that – a great man – is to embrace 

alternative facts.  It is to very seriously misunderstand him.  

It is being, as Isaiah, Jesus himself, and Paul berated their 

own people, being ever hearing, but never understanding. 

 

Closer to home 

But don’t think that hardness of heart, being blind and 

deaf to God only applies to those outside the body of 

believers, the church.  It’s often the case that being ever 

hearing, but never understanding is also true for us, 
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although perhaps in a more subtle way. 

 

Could it be that we are stubborn in relation to a certain 

sin?  Perhaps we secretly harbour a rebellion against God 

in something?  Do we resist God’s call to stop doing 

something, or alternatively, to do something?  As we lead 

lives of belief in Jesus and trust in him, are we being 

disobedient, even as we are obedient?  That happens – as 

we will find out more in our next sermon series – 1 

Corinthians – especially when we look at chapter 3. 

 

God’s economy 

God’s economy encompasses both acceptance and 

rejection of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The story of Acts 

has been one of acceptance and rejection.   

 

And it has been a story of movement too.  The movement 

of the gospel from the margins to the metropolis.  The 

gospel has reached Rome, but there is a long way to go to 
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reach the ends of the earth, even now, 2000 years later!  

And yet for all that, there remains the very great need for 

us to take the gospel to someone over the back fence, to 

our own family, or to the ends of the earth.  And it’s for all 

of us to continue to obey Jesus’ command to do that. 


